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Spring is a time for fresh and new beginnings! Our Candlelighters 
organization is honored to share our latest updates with you as 
we continue to enjoy the inspiration of spring, and grow in the 
coming months. Our Executive Staff will be welcoming our newest 
member, Baby Isaiah, to the team this spring. We congratulate our 
Executive Director, Natasha Duran, and her husband Frank on their 
growing family.  
 
One of the biggest new beginnings that bloomed this year is 
Candlelighters’ Light of Hope Virtual Event! We thank each 
and every participant that joined forces to raise over $40,000 
to provide funding to our ongoing programs and services. 
Candlelighters annual fundraising events, Ladies Night Out and 
the Have-A-Heart Gala, will be making their return this year. Keep 
in touch with Candlelighters for current event information and 
announcements on our website and social media pages. 

Candlelighters maintains our commitment to delivering hope, 
encouragement, and support to the Candlelighter families and 
local community as we enter into this next season. We thank all 
of our Candlelighter donors and volunteers for joining us in the 
mission to ensure no child faces cancer alone!
 
Learn more about all these happenings and more in this edition of 
The Light! 
 
With compassion and care,

Upcoming EventsUpcoming Events

Message of Hope & Progress

Ladies Night Out - 
Around The World

August 21, 2021
Hilton Melbourne

National Childhood Cancer 
Awareness Month

September 2021

For current updates and more visit CandlelightersofBrevard.org 
or “Like” us at       Candlelighters of Brevard

NOTE: All dates and events are subject to change or be canceled due to COVID19. 
Candlelighters will continue to prioritize the health and safety of our community.

Candlelighters Executive Staff and 
Board of Directors 

Have-A-Heart Gala 
October 23, 2021 

Eau Gallie Yacht Club

GRATITUDE 

from our

FAMILIES
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Delilah...was diagnosed with Acute Myeloid Leukemia on 
November 23, 2020 at the age of 8.  She lives with her parents, 
Darlene & David, and 3 siblings, Brianna, Cameron, and Antonio 
in Vero Beach.  She likes horses, swimming, and LOL dolls. 
Delilah is being treated at Nemours All Children’s Hospital in 
Orlando. 

Jayvian...was diagnosed with Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia 
on December 3, 2020 at the age of 1. He lives with his mother, 

welcome to our 
CANDLELIGHTERS 
FAMILY

Tatiana, and siblings, Jayden, Jacob, and Jaeliany in Palm Bay.  He 
is a happy baby and loves to play. Jayvian is being treated at Advent 
Health Hospital in Orlando.
 
Simm...was diagnosed with Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia on 
November 25, 2020 at the age of 2. He lives with his parents, Hang & 
Luong, and siblings, Sean and Skylor in Melbourne. He likes to sing 
karaoke, listen to music, and play with all different types of toys. 
Simmy is being treated at Advent Health Hospital in Orlando. 

Aiden...was diagnosed with Hepatoblastoma in November 2020 at 
3-months-old.  He lives with his parents, Keshia & Neko and brother, 
Grayson in Palm Bay.  Aiden is being treated at Advent Health 
Hospital in Orlando.

Harmoni...was diagnosed with Glioma Brain Tumor on July 24, 
2019 at the age of 1. She lives with her mom Valerie and baby sister 
Ny’Liyah in Titusville.  Harmoni loves teddy bears and Cocomelon. 
She is being treated at Arnold Palmer Hospital in Orlando.

GRATITUDE 

from our

FAMILIES

Lillian was our healthy child, 
never even having a cold. She 
was the picture of health. That 
is, until the veins in her chest 
looked darker than normal. 
Being fair skinned, we didn’t 
put much thought into 

them. Three days later, however, 
her face had begun to swell up and was 

getting worse. 
Lillian’s pediatrician told us to go to Nemours Children’s 

Hospital as soon as possible. She calmly told me that she thought 
something was obstructing blood flow. Upon arrival, hospital staff 
informed us of Covid-19 protocols, allowing only one parent to 
enter with a child. Stephen stood outside for hours, while Lillian 
and I waited for exams to be completed. Fortunately, hospital 
staff eventually let Stephen in the room. Moments after he was 
allowed in, a series of white coats entered the room, introducing 
themselves as Oncology and Hematology specialists. I felt like I 
would collapse. I grabbed Stephen, not knowing if I could handle 
the next words to be said aloud. 
Things moved so quickly after that. So many procedures, scans, 
and tests. X-rays showed that Lillian’s tumor was wall to wall in her 
chest, and was growing rapidly in her neck, choking her trachea, 
esophagus, and carotid arteries. Her heart, lungs, and air flow 
were compromised. Her face was growing more swollen by the 
hour; eyes barely able to open, and blood restricted from her head. 
A few days later, we were told that Lily had T-cell Lymphoblastic 
Leukemia. 
It is hard to imagine the heartache of watching our baby girl suffer 
this, the fear of loss leading to actual trembling, the doubts in 
our minds rolling into utter blackness, the concern, the confusion, 
the questions! When? How? Why? She was always so happy and 
so full of joy. She had been our healthy child, our dear, sweet 20 
month old. And then, we’d been told that she had a fast growing, 
aggressive Leukemia.
With such a diagnosis, the story doesn’t end with the word 
“cancer”. There is so much more to it. Treatment complications 
and side effects occur; immune system suppression, blood clots, 
abnormal organ functions, liver damage, kidney damage, heart 
damage, hormonal changes, brain swelling, seizures, cognitive 
impairments, blurred vision, malnutrition, dehydration, flu-like 
symptoms, hair loss, muscle aches, loss of motor control, 
brittle bones, likely infertility, and more. Treatment coupled 

with, late night trips to the hospital, 
physical therapy, irregular schedules 
for school and work, financial burdens, 
and emotional health are constant 
stressors. We have had to attempt 
to be prepared for any situation, any 
outcome, and flexible with every turn. 
We have had to be quarantined, rarely 
getting to take a break or breathe in 
fresh air. We have had to be strong for 
our kids, and for each other. We have 
had to manage expenses with work 
and erratic schedules.
Fortunately, our Church, our 
family and friends, our neighbors, 
Stephen’s place of employment, 
and Candlelighters of Brevard have stood 
beside us, encouraging and supporting 
us. More specifically, Candlelighters of 
Brevard has stayed in constant contact 
with us, encouraged us, and blessed us 
through various programs and services. We 
have benefited from the Treatment Allotment 
Program, gas cards, Utility Assistance, 
Prescription Medications program, Home Away 
from Home Program, Therapeutic Wellness 
Massage Service, Medical Financial Assistance 
Program, Publix gift cards provided during 
Thanksgiving and Christmas, Christmas gifts for 
our entire family, birthday cards, and emergency 
financial assistance. We also look forward to 
taking part in Family Engagement events once 
Lillian is stronger. 
We are not sure anyone could have done this 
alone; and we cannot imagine having to survive 
this season without the Candlelighters’ love and 
support. We are so thankful for such generous 
people and organizations like these. The relief 
provided is unquestionably a blessing and 
miracle.

- Patricia and Stephen
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Christmas Winter Wonderland
Drive-Thru Event
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The Christmas Season is made most special when we celebrate by giving gifts of love, compassion, and hope - especially to children. 
This year, Candlelighters celebrated Christmas with a “Winter Wonderland Drive-Thru” at Space Coast Lightfest. A memorable journey 
through the park took their breath away as our families experienced the wonders of the holiday season with more than 3 million twinkling 
holiday lights igniting the night sky. On their journey through the lights, families stopped to greet the Candlelighter Staff and discovered 
Santa waiting to deliver gifts for the children in a contactless manner. We reflect with wonder on how much love and hope has been 
provided to our organization and to our Candlelighter families through this much needed and appreciated Christmas Event.
We acknowledge the following inspiring individuals for sponsoring, supporting, and providing Christmas gifts and donations to the 
families of Candlelighters.

Thank you to our Christmas Donors!

Bill Heiselman
Bruce and Kathleen Feron
Kendall Automotive Center
Laurel Crowe

Donation of $1000+

Alan and Regina Davis
Elester Wright
Carmen and Brenda Sidoti
Don DiFrisco
Gary and Kelly Stein
Jacobus Fielding Injury Attorneys
Jen Naw
Mary Fredericks
Rick and Cindy Kane
Shelly Moser

Donation of $250+

Alex Garcia
Andrea Pelecki
Bruce and Tracy Jacobus
Diana Zeller
Donald and Julie Herndon
Doug Emerick and Sandy Withers
Eleanor Culliton
Elester Wright
Elise Pearce
Eric Edgerton
Holly Neville
Kelly and Woody Edge
Kerry and Karen Speed
Kim Downs
Margaret Lozito
Mark Mikolajczyk
Michelle and Steve Russell
Mike Little
Miriam Doyle
Nancy Fabiano
Patricia Savage
Patsy Cole
Ralph and Theresa Paylor
Sandra and Kayla Burge
Stephen Berneski
Stephen Neville
Theresa Currier
Thomas and Susan Perino
Tracey and Kris Latshaw

Donation of $100+

Amanda Trainer
Anna Quincy
Anthony Romero
Bill and Debbie Klein
Janet Farmer
Janette Tabor
Jerry and Myriam Irizarry
Jill Reyes
Kelly Good
Kristin Juckiewicz
Kyle and Michelle Militano
Linda DiStefano
Linette Capritta
Mimi Quincy
Nancy Podd
Patricia Fairbanks
Patricia Saunders
Patti Carter Sprague
Robin Anders
Rosana Mumford
Sarah Kelliher
Sean and Nanette Sanger
Soju Neosoul
Sue Neville

Donation of $50+ In-Kind
Acevedo Photography
Central Brevard Breast Cancer Group
Complementary Cancer Care
Covenant Christian School – 5th & 6th grade 
class
Elise Coleman
Jani Stone
Jeff & Susie Kendall (Santa and his beautiful 
helper)
Mary Parker
Michele Bauer
Nanette Ragusin
Patty Molitoris
Roxanne Lattery
Sandy Withers
Seaside Piecemakers Quilt Club
Tifani Gordon- Scenty Buddies

Donation of $5+
Alesha Thomas
Angela Warwick
Carolyn Cook
Jamie Browning
Jeff Caden
Kim Preston
Kristin Brach
Laura Smith
Linn Stevenson
Lisa Moldovan
Maggie Hansotte
Mary Jacob
Paul and Maureen Stewart
Raymond and Mary Anne Smith
Stacy Brown
Susan Rivenbark
Tami Mullens Davis
Valerie Cardona
William and Kay Moyd
William and Nancy Peterson

Santa’s helpers: Provided 
gifts directly to Santa to 
deliver at the Christmas 
Party Event
Beth Tiziani
Craig Hoffarth
Dayle Gaffney
Debbie & Bill Klein
Derek and Carolyn Cook
Doris Sanders
Genoni Family
Kathy O’Brien
NeuroSkeletal Imaging - Melbourne
Sweeten Family
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Candlelighters would like to express our sincere gratitude to 
our 2020 Adopt-a-Family Holiday Program Sponsors.

These spirited individuals and company teams provided 
a complete wish list of gifts to the child with cancer, 
siblings and parents for our newly diagnosed families 
living in Brevard and Indian River counties. Sponsors spend 
weeks personalizing gifts and creating a spectacular gift 
experience for their adopted family. The impact to families 
is that their overwhelming fear of the new diagnosis of 
childhood cancer is replaced with a renewed sense of hope 
and humanity - knowing that their community cares for their 
needs especially during the holidays. Our Candlelighter 
families often share that what they imagined would be 
their family’s most difficult time of the year was actually 
transformed into the most joy-filled and magical time thanks 
to the generosity of these sponsors.

Adopt-a-Family 
Holiday Program

2020

Crossfit Palm Bay
Florida Space Coast Chapter 

Oncology Nursing Society
Jerry & Ana Hansen

John Genoni
Kathleen & Bruce Feron

Majesty Title
Tony & Kathy Nardone

Vitter Family
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Mikey Strong 5K

November 24, 2000 - May 23, 2020
Thank you Mikey Strong Foundation for selecting Candlelighters of Brevard as a beneficiary 
of the inaugural Mikey Strong 5K. It was an unforgettable evening celebrating the life of 
our Candlelighter Angel, Mikey Goodwin, on his first heavenly birthday.
Due to the generous and overwhelming support and love from our community, 
Candlelighters was humbled to receive an $18,000 donation from this fundraiser. The 
Mikey Strong Foundation was also able to support two other meaningful organizations: 
UF Shands Brave Research Fund and a scholarship through Melbourne Central Catholic 
High School.

We remember Mikey and honor the incredible legacy he and the Goodwin Family have built 
in our community. 

Michael Dallas Goodwin
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Candlelighters of Brevard, Inc. is a non-profit 
organization offering emotional support and 
financial assistance to children with cancer and  
their families in Brevard and Indian River counties.

GET INVOLVED

WATCH AND DONATE www.LightofHope2021.givesmart.com   |    CALL 321-728-5600   |   TEXT LightofHope2021 to 76278 
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Candlelighters humbly thanks our community for participating in the Light of Hope Virtual Event and 
creating a path through childhood cancer! On behalf of our organization, please accept our sincere 
appreciation for your continued support. We are grateful to witness the LIGHT and HOPE that has been 
brought to our organization in such a critical time of need. Together, we surpassed our goal and raised over 
$40,000 for this first-time event!

A special thanks to the wonderful people who joined together to make this event a reality. Thank you 
Flammio Financial Group, Brevard County Hyundai Dealers, 142 Productions, our Candlelighter families, 
Event Virtual Hosts, Board President - Brendan McCarthy, Graphic Designer - Rachel Terry, and Volunteer 
President - Susan McKeown. It truly takes a village and we are lucky to have a great one!

Campaign donations provide financial support to local families whose children have been diagnosed with 
pediatric cancer. We could not provide the multitude of programs and services offered to over 70 families 
currently without the financial support received from donors like you. These donation dollars will help 
strengthen the pathway from diagnosis to healing for our COB families.

Candlelighters of Brevard thanks you for recognizing our courageous little warriors, creating 
a deeper awareness about the cause, and supporting local families battling pediatric cancer - 
“Because Kids Can’t Fight Cancer Alone”. Thank you for showing your concern and support for 
these amazing families and not allowing them to feel they are alone in this fight!

Sincerely, 
Candlelighters Executive Staff and Board of Directors
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DIAGNOSIS
A family receives a devastating diagnosis of pediatric cancer 
and the journey begins.

TRAVEL TO HOSPITAL
A child’s life changes in an instant as they are transported to an 
out-of-county or state facility to be thrust into treatment to battle 
childhood cancer.

CONNECTING WITH CANDLELIGHTERS
Candlelighters opens the door to LIGHT and HOPE as comfort 
and immediate aid are offered to newly diagnosed families.

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
Families receive substantial financial assistance, averaging over 
$1,000 a month per family, in their critical time of need through 
Candlelighters 20 programs and services.

EMOTIONAL SUPPORT
Support continues over the course of treatment both financially and 
emotionally as families are offered engagement opportunities to connect 
with others battling alongside them.

TRANSFORMATION AFTER TREATMENT
A diagnosis will result in a child’s remission or in the devastating 
and unbearable loss of life.  Candlelighters remains by the side 
of the families in every instance.

FOREVER A COB FAMILY
Once a COB family - always a COB family! Battling cancer creates a bond 
that is celebrated year after year as we congratulate and remember our 
courageous cancer fighters.

CREATING A PATH THROUGH 
CHILDHOOD CANCER

Candlelighters of Brevard, Inc. is a non-profit 
organization offering emotional support and 
financial assistance to children with cancer and  
their families in Brevard and Indian River counties.

GET INVOLVED

WATCH AND DONATE www.LightofHope2021.givesmart.com   |    CALL 321-728-5600   |   TEXT LightofHope2021 to 76278 
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Thank You Light of Hope Sponsor: Flammio Financial Group!

Thank you to Light of Hope event sponsor The Watson Family 
Charitable Fund. Greg and Leasha Flammio Watson have been 
top Candlelighter supporters through the gifting of their donor- 
advised funds, event sponsorships, direct contributions and 
more. The generosity that they both have shown our organization 
over the years is inspiring and they are a dynamic part of our 
Candlelighter family of donors. Their thoughtfulness, humility, 
dedication and compassion to the families of Candlelighters is 
deeply valued and appreciated. 

Leasha Flammio Watson has served as a role model for the 
women of Candlelighters as a female business and community 
leader. As owner of Flammio Financial Group - a private wealth 
advisory practice of Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC - she 
strives daily in working with her clients and their families across 
multiple generations to offer strategies to help build and sustain 
wealth and establish legacy. On a personal level, Leasha possesses 
a humor, grit and  genuine passion that is electric! Thank you to 
the Watson Family and Flammio Financial Group for their incredible 
sponsorship of this event and for all that Leasha and Greg 
continue to invest in Candlelighters!

Leasha Flammio-Watson, CFP®,CDFA® |  Private Wealth Advisor 
6555 N Wickham Rd Ste 102, Melbourne, FL 32940  |  321.622.8371

leasha.flammio@ampf.com  |  www.ameripriseadvisors.com/leasha.flammio
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Thank You Light of Hope Sponsor: Cocoa and Coastal Hyundai!

Thank you to Light of Hope event sponsor Brevard County 
Hyundai Dealers. Cocoa and Coastal Hyundai serve our community 
by donating their time, talents and treasures and have proven 
to be warriors in the fight against pediatric cancer. The Nelson 
and Sanger Families through corporate and personal efforts 
have provided decades of tireless support to foster the growth 
and development of Candlelighters of Brevard by donating over 
$850,000 through their legacy of giving. The dealerships are an 
integral part of the organization and serve as proud sponsors 
of signature events, community events, family programs, and 
fundraising initiatives each year.

Tracey Latshaw, co-owner of BCHD, currently serves on the 
Candlelighters Board of Directors. The dealership partners 
with Candlelighters to provide the critically needed Angel Car 
Care Program. This program ensures that local families traveling 
to treatment for their diagnosis of childhood cancer have a safe 
vehicle to get them to their destination by completing services 
including oil changes, new tires, brakes, and other routine repairs. 
Thank you to the Cocoa and Coastal Hyundai leadership team 
and employee group for the inspirational and impactful 
relationship they uphold as donors and sponsors of 
Candlelighters of Brevard.

1825 West King St., Cocoa, FL 32926 | 321.631.2444 | www.cocoahyundai.com
915 W New Haven Ave. Melbourne, FL 32901 | 321.384.7706 | www.coastalhyundai.com
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Because kids can’t fight cancer alone...
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Dear Friends of Candlelighters,
Candlelighters of Brevard invites you to join us as we welcome back the 
legacy of our Have-A-Heart Valentine’s Extravaganza. The Gala will make its 
highly anticipated return on Saturday, October 23, 2021 from 6PM to 11PM. 
We listened to you - our donors - and are thrilled to return this fun-filled spectacular 
event to its former home of the Eau Gallie Yacht Club! Favorite event highlights such 
as dinner, dancing, formal attire, baskets, cigar bar and more will be brought back by 
popular demand. The overall party feel of this gala experience will be felt in full force!

Candlelighters prioritizes the health and safety of our community - and will strive to provide 
a safe environment for guests to enjoy the event. Our organization is nearing 30 years of
providing support to local families fighting childhood cancer. We do this by providing emotional 
support and financial assistance to children with cancer and their families in Brevard and 
Indian River Counties. To date, nearly 80 Candlelighter families benefit annually from 20 
programs and services that help alleviate the financial and emotional burdens associated 
with childhood cancer. 

By securing your event sponsorship, you can ensure this much-needed assistance continues 
to be provided to families in our community. Sponsorships are now available for reservation 
on our event website - https://HAH2021.givesmart.com - or by contacting the staff at 
321-728-5600.Tickets and sponsorships will be limited, so be sure to contact us to reserve.

We hope you will join us for this historical night as we celebrate together with the individuals 
and businesses that have made this event a tradition for 18 years!

Sincerely,

Candlelighters of Brevard
Executive Staff & Board of Directors
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AROUND THE WORLD

AUGUST 21 • HILTON RIALTO MELBOURNE • 6:30PM - 11PM

SPONSORSHIPS AND TICKETS AVAILABLE 
Visit https://LadiesNight21.givesmart.com to reserve yours today!

Candlelighters of Brevard, Inc. is a non-profit organization 
offering emotional support and financial assistance to 
children with cancer and their families in Brevard and 
Indian River counties.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
VISIT https://LadiesNight21.givesmart.com   |    CALL 321-728-5600   |   TEXT LadiesNight21 to 76278 



  

Candlelighters is honored to recognize the generosity and impact of the 10th Annual 
Central Florida Shootout! This local fishing tournament and fundraiser has created a 
legacy of giving in our Brevard community. The Central Florida Shootout has raised nearly 
$70,000 for the children of Candlelighters over the past 4 years alone! The organizers 
and volunteers of the Central Florida Shootout continue to serve as ambassadors to raise 
awareness and donations to support families during their devastating diagnosis of cancer. 
Special gratitude is provided to the Mecchella Family for their leadership of the event!

Event participants gathered together in May to raise funds for the selected charities in 
celebration of the event’s 10th anniversary! Candlelighters was honored to be one of three 

local beneficiaries; joining Taylor 4 Teens and Cancer Care Centers. The hard work 
and dedication that continues to be invested into this event by sponsors, 

participants, volunteers, and the event organizers speaks volumes of 
the love and care this group provides to the Brevard community.

Thank you for continuing your support to provide our local 
families with the much-needed resources to battle pediatric 
cancer! Visit www.centralfloridashootout.com for complete 
information on this rewarding community event.

THANK YOU CENTRAL 
FLORIDA SHOOTOUT
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VISIT THE CANDLELIGHTERS 
RESALE SHOP
Candlelighters is honored to provide a space for our community to shop 
for a cause. Whether you are looking for an evening gown, heels, furniture, 
household items or decorations – Candlelighters offers one of a kind pieces. 
Proceeds from our Resale Shop provide income to support Candlelighters’ 
mission to serve families in Brevard and Indian River Counties who have 
children battling pediatric cancer. 

VISIT OUR SHOP! 
Location: 436 Fifth Avenue, Suite 1 Indialantic, FL 32903 
Hours of Operation:  Tues. - Thurs. 11 AM - 4 PM | Fri. - Sat. 11 AM - 3 PM
NOTE: The Candlelighters Resale Shop is 100% volunteer-run and hours are 
based on volunteer availability.

CAN’T STOP BY THE SHOP? 
Candlelighters of Brevard is registered at smile.amazon.com. Select us on the 
site and for your everyday purchases, Amazon will donate a portion of the sale 
back to our organization! More information is provided below.
 
QUESTIONS ABOUT OUR RESALE SHOP? 
Contact our Resale Shop Manager
Email: information@candlelightersofbrevard.org
Phone Number: 321-728-5600
Like Us on Facebook: Facebook.com/COBresaleshop

Candlelighters accepts donations of gently used furniture, home décor, gowns/
dresses, dress shoes, and handbags. We do not accept electronics or clothes 
other than dresses. Volunteer opportunities available!

Always Remember to SMILE: AmazonSmile
Support

Candlelighters of
Brevard, Inc.

When you shop at 
smile.amazon.com, 

Amazon donates.

Support Candlelighters while shopping online at AmazonSmile
by selecting Candlelighters of Brevard as your charity of choice:
• Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile 

purchases to the charitable organization of your choice.
• AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know. Same products, 

same prices, same service.
• Visit https://smile.amazon.com/ch/59-3068501 to register 

Candlelighters as your charity of choice!
• AmazonSmile customers can now support Candlelighters of 

Brevard Inc in the Amazon shopping app on iOS and Android 
mobile phones! Tap Settings in the mobile app, then tap “Amazon 
Smile” and follow the on-screen instructions to complete the 
process.
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Tommie
Edwards

TRIBUTE TO

Candlelighters honors the memory of Tommie 
Edwards and extends our heartfelt condolences 
from our family to hers. Tommie’s legacy of love 
and generosity as a multi-decade volunteer and 
major donor of Candlelighters will live on in our 
hearts. Tommie left an amazing mark throughout 
our community and non-profit sector in Brevard 
through her philanthropic service to those in need. 
Her humility, selfless heart and dedication to service 
inspired all who knew her. 

Every staff member and volunteer that has been 
involved with the organization was welcomed to the 
COB family with open arms when they met Tommie. 
She cared deeply about each and every member of 
the team. She made legacy and newly joined staff 
members alike feel valued and appreciated. Tommie 
served in so many roles during her involvement, 
including her role as a major donor, member of our 
event committees, personal friend, mentor, and so 
much more during her years of service. 

Tommie had a way about her that made others 
feel special to be a part of her life. She will be 
sorely missed by all whose lives she touched. 
Candlelighters is grateful for the relationship we will 
continue to cherish with Tommie’s son, Mark, and her 
beloved granddaughter Brooke. Candlelighters will 
forever cherish our memories with our sweet friend, 
Tommie Edwards.
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“Because kids can’t   

  fight cancer alone.”Thank You’s!Thank You’s!
Candlelighters is honored to be a recipient of the Brevard County 
Small Business and Non-Profit Economic Relief Program Grant. 
Grants were made possible thanks to the amazing work of the Brevard 
County Board of County Commissioners and the generous support of 
the Brevard CARES Act Team. In total, nearly $70,000 was awarded to 
Candlelighters to recover lost income and funding during closures and 
fundraiser cancellations. 

The financial impact that occurred during the pandemic was a 
difficult time for so many local businesses and non-profits. Funding 
sources were lost and our community was in need of hope. This 
hope was delivered to our organization through the caring hearts of 
Commissioner Curt Smith and the Brevard County Commissioners. 
They heard the needs of the community and took action to provide 
every ounce of leadership and support in their power. We sincerely 
thank these entities for providing critical funds to local businesses and 
non-profits in need!

Commissioner Curt Smith

Candlelighters was humbled by the support shown by 
Dale Sorensen Real Estate (DSRE) through the COVID Care 
Packages that were distributed to Candlelighter families, 
resale shop volunteers, and staff. The packages were 
reminders of hope through this most difficult time facing 
COVID19.

As a landlord and donor to Candlelighters, DSRE 
stepped up when we needed them the most amidst the 
pandemic. Through the generosity of Dale Sorensen and 
the leadership team, they provided three months of rent 
forgiveness to Candlelighters. Throughout the past five 
years, DSRE has proven to be a civic-minded company, 
sponsoring and attending nearly all of Candlelighters’ 
signature events; providing critical storage space; 
employee giving, and more. This generosity totals nearly 
$30,000 in just five short years.
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Candlelighters of Brevard recognizes and thanks Leo and 
Christina for their recent Facebook birthday campaigns. 
Candlelighters is honored to see individuals donating their 
special day to help raise much-needed funds for families 
experiencing the reality of pediatric cancer. 

Leo and Christina, a current COB family, recently joined forces on 
their birthdays to raise over $1,500 to ensure no one faces the 
diagnosis of childhood cancer alone. It is inspiring to see people 
of every age making a difference - especially our Candlelighter 
children currently in their own battle. Thank you to Leo and 
Christina for sharing your kindness and support with other COB 
families. 
 
You can follow in Leo’s footsteps to make a difference by 
creating a digital fundraising campaign through Facebook. 
For more information on how to get started, visit https://www.
facebook.com/fund/CandlelightersBrevard!

Couture for Candlelighters,  a virtual fashion show,  was held 
on December 7, 2020 at Sorelli Hair Studio and Spa. The 
event offered the perfect blend of fashion, hope, and support 
for local families battling childhood cancer. The fashion 
show streamed live on Facebook to allow every supporter 
in Brevard County & Indian River County a sneak peek at 
upcoming additions to the Sorelli Boutique while supporting 
Candlelighters in the comfort and safety of their homes. 
 

The event team, led by Sorelli’s, raised over $1,000 for our 
cause through the sale of clothing and bids on amazing 
auction items from local vendors that generously donated to 
help raise additional funds! Candlelighter ambassadors also 
represented the organization in the planning and execution 
of the event. We thank the Couture for Candlelighters Team 
for their incredible efforts to ensure kids in our community 
won’t face cancer alone.

Leo and Christina

Couture for 
Candlelighters

“Because kids can’t   

  fight cancer alone.”Thank You’s!Thank You’s!
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“Because kids can’t   

  fight cancer alone.”Thank You’s!Thank You’s!

Thank you Duncan and Kristen of 142 Productions 
for magically capturing the strength and beauty of 
our Candlelighters families during the filming of our 
Light of Hope Virtual Event. The talent and passion 
provided by 142 Productions brought together our 
mission and the inspirational stories of our clients 
to produce a presentation that truly encompassed 
the impact that Candlelighters has for local families 
battling pediatric cancer. 

Candlelighters sincerely thanks Indian River Furniture for their 
continued support! Indian River Furniture has raised over $5,000 
through their in-store fundraisers to help ensure our programs 
and services are supported each year! 

Thank You’s!Thank You’s!
Candlelighters is honored to spotlight and thank Jeff and Susie Kendall 
for their legacy as donors of Candlelighters of Brevard. This dynamic 
duo, along with their business Kendall Automotive Center, have built an 
incredible legacy of giving through their contributions of over $25,000 
to the Candlelighters organization. The Kendalls are famous for their 
appearance at the annual Family Christmas Party. Jeff and Susie have the 
important role of delivering gift filled bags to each of the Candlelighter 
families in attendance. The Kendalls also serve as established donors 
to both annual signature events - Ladies Night Out and the Have-A-Heart 
Gala - as well as our Christmas Adopt-a-Family program and much more. 
The love and appreciation our organization has for the Kendalls is special 

and we are honored to 
recognize them for the 
substantial impact 
they have made 
in the lives of our 
Candlelighter 
children.  

Jeff and Susie Kendall
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“Because kids can’t   

  fight cancer alone.”Thank You’s!Thank You’s!
John Genoni
The holiday season was 
made extra special for the 
families of Candlelighters 
through the ongoing 
kindness of Mr. John 
Genoni. Mr. Genoni 
supplied Publix gift cards 
for both Thanksgiving and 
Christmas to distribute to 
our active Candlelighter 
families. Mr. Genoni 
provided this incredible 
donation to ensure 
families had the resources 
needed to enjoy their 
holiday meals together in 
the midst of treatment. 
This wonderful act of 
kindness totalled $800 in 
support that each family 
received to make their 
holiday season a little 
brighter. 

Palm Bay 
Firefighters

The Palm Bay Firefighters Community Benevolent 
continues to serve as first responders in the fight 
against childhood cancer. 
Palm Bay Firefighters 
joined forces to 
create and sell a 
calendar, raising 
over $4,200 in 
2020 alone, and 
donated the 
proceeds to benefit 
Candlelighters’ 
Family Services. 
Thank you, Palm Bay 
Firefighters Community 
Benevolent, for all the support you provide to our 
community!

Ladies Golf Association
Thank you to the caring and civic minded women of the 
Ladies Nine Hole Golf Association of Cocoa Beach. A 
generous contribution of over $1,000 was raised during 
their annual Barbara Trede Memorial Tournament, which 
was named in recognition of one of their members. This 
group continues to support Candlelighters and provide 
hope to our families battling pediatric cancer.

Virginia Irwin
Candlelighters honors 
the continued generosity 
of Virginia Irwin. Virginia 
began her involvement with 
Candlelighters in 2016, but 
continued to grow her legacy 
as a major donor during the 
pandemic. Virginia’s incredible 
financial contributions provided 
much needed funding for our 
programs and services when 
other funding sources were not 
available. Her recent donation 
of $20,000 had an enormous 
impact for our current 71 
families in the battle against 
childhood cancer. From the 
bottom of our hearts, we thank Ms. Irwin for her passion 
and love that she shares with Candlelighters!
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Fa ll/Wi nt e r 2020 Don o rs.. . Fa l l/Wi nt e r 2020 Don o rs.. . T h a n k s fo rT h a n k s fo r

Brevard County Hyundai Dealers
Brevard County Hyundai - Employees of Coastal 
Hyundai
Brevard County Hyundai - Employees of Cocoa 
Hyundai
Dolores Gailey
In Honor of Haley Carroll
    Dino and Robin Martin
In Honor of Leo Palmer
    Christina Palmer’s Facebook Birthday   
    Campaign
    Leo Palmer’s Facebook Birthday Campaign
In Honor of Matthew Moran
    Blanc & Matthew Moran
In Honor of Michael Pace
    Stephanie Pace
In Memory of Karma Davis
    James Teamer
In Memory of Michael Goodwin
    Mikey Strong 5K Fundraiser
In Memory of Phil Burroughs
    Virginia Irwin
Jeans Day Brevard County School District
L3Harris Technologies Employee Charity 
Contributions
    Caitlin Sendler
    Kimberly O’Grady
    Matthew Grimison
    William Brown
Ladies 9 Hole Golf Association Tournament
Lisa Barr’s 60th Birthday Drive-Thru Fundraiser
Myers Inc.
Northrup Grumman Employee Charity 
Contributions
    Jon Kruse
    Steve Sassman
Outdoor Resort Chapel
Palm Bay Firefighters Community Benevolent
Senator Debbie Mayfield
Sorelli - Couture for Candlelighters Event
Space Coast Education Center
Tony Diana’s Facebook Birthday Campaign
Virginia Irwin

Barnes Family
Brendan McCarthy 
Derek Gores Gallery
Eastwind Pentecoastal Church
Indian River Furniture
In Honor of Breanna Green
    James and Patti Bryant
Patricia Geissler
Patsy Cole
Steve Price Construction & Inspections

GUARDIAN ANGEL PATRON - $500.00+ARCH ANGEL PATRON $1,000+

Atlantic Environmental Solutions
Andrea Pelecki
Ben Gorewich
Denise & Donald Kremer
Eileen & Martin Schaap
Eric Bienvenu
In Honor of Betsy Grammenos, Tina 
Bourboras and Jan Matheson
    Andrea Joseph-Nickels
In Honor of Chris Combs
    Richard Spycher
In Honor of Jessica Fredericks
    Diane & Tim Kennedy
    Linda & Richard Di Stefano
In Honor of Tracey Latshaw
    Angela & Paul Lombardi
In Honor of Vince Leone
    Becky Leone
In Memory of Allison Ludwig
    Jill Ludwig
In Memory of Ben Fullem
    Tina & Doug St. Clair
In Memory of Herbert Carter
    Karen Downs
    Marleta & Jim Kanaly
In Memory of Nancy & Willian 
Joseph
    Andrea Joseph-Nickels
In Memory of Paul Phelps
    Pauline & James Lillienfeld
In Memory of Sara Bienvenu
     Barbara Bienvenu
In Memory of Sean Hargreaves
     Chris Hargreaves

In Memory of Shirley Caddell
    Rosalind & Ameen Sarkees
In Memory of Sydney Ramirez
    Kitty Lowe
Jessica & Todd Krouse
Jim SIsserson
Joyce & Gary Young
Karen Humphreys
Kristy & Michael Pruitt
Lisa Curran’s Facebook Birthday 
Campaign
Majesty Title Company
Matthew Badolato
Megan Jantomaso’s Facebook 
Birthday Campaign
Nicole Hymel
Patsy Pittenger
Regina & Richard Wilson
Republican Women’s Network of 
South Brevard
Shannon & Paul Savage
SunTrust United Way Giving 
Program
Tammie Pritchett’s Facebook 
Birthday Campaign
Taylor & Dale Sorensen
Trinity Lutheran Church Chapel
US Submarine Veterans
Vanessa Mortensen’s Facebook 
Birthday Campaign
William Meszaros

CUPID PATRON - $100.00+

Note: Please note that this list consists of general donations made to Candlelighters from October  2020 - April 2021. For event 
sponsorship recognition please see corresponding event pages

T h a n k you t o ou r Don o rs.. .T h a n k you t o ou r Don o rs.. .
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T h a n k you t o ou r Don o rs.. .T h a n k you t o ou r Don o rs.. .
Corporate & Community Partnerships Opportunities

There are many ways you can help Candlelighters of Brevard, a 501(c)3, to provide programs and services to 
children with cancer and their families. Your donations directly impact our local children and their families, so they 

have the support and resources they need to fight back. Candlelighters of Brevard is dedicated to children with 
cancer and their families by offering emotional support and financial assistance. Your support is crucial to our 

mission. If you are interested in helping to advance our mission, see all the ways you can support below!

WORKPLACE CAMPAIGNS
Research has shown that employees prefer to work for a socially responsible company that cares and gives back to the community. 
Workplace giving campaigns account for a large percentage of our donations. There are many popular workplace giving programs that 
corporations can use, including giving through automatic payroll deductions, employee matching gifts, internal employee fundraising 
campaigns, and annual giving campaigns.
GRANTS
Candlelighters of Brevard relies on grant funding and is always looking for new grant opportunities. We urge you to contact us to discuss 
potential grant opportunities through your employer, community organization, civic group, or charitable fund.
COMMUNITY FOUNDATION FOR BREVARD
An endowment is a perpetual gift that can be designated for Candlelighters of Brevard either towards general services or a specific program. 
The original gift remains intact, and the income is used toward the designated area of service. An endowment can be established in 
memory of a loved one, or a donation can be added to an existing fund that will contribute to the organization indefinitely. The Community 
Foundation for Brevard manages all endowment gifts.
COLLABORATE
Candlelighters welcomes all companies, civic organizations, community groups and more to collaborate year-round! You can make a 
difference in the lives of children battling cancer by donating your talents and treasures as a group, team or staff. Many local businesses 
donate funds and/or in-kind services year-round to Candlelighters. Additionally, many organizations and groups have held workplace 
campaigns and funding initiatives; Civic group external fundraisers; online giving initiatives; club member donations; and more! 
Candlelighters strives to provide all collaborators with a spotlight post on social media; inclusion in our public newsletter distribution of 
3000+ nation-wide; tax letters; and more. 
EDUCATION & AWARENESS
The Candlelighters of Brevard’s Education & Awareness Program is designed to share our organizational mission, childhood cancer 
realities and empowerment opportunities with our local community. It’s as simple as businesses and organizations inviting our staff and/
or ambassadors to present at a meeting for their employees, civic groups, corporate organizations, religious groups, rotary clubs, and 
more. Education is key and compassion stems from an awareness of the needs of our neighbors – especially our youth battling cancer. To 
schedule or inquire more information, please email information@candlelightersofbrevard.org.
SPONSOR
Become a sponsor and participate in yearly events, such as our signature Have-A-Heart Gala, the annual Ladies Night Out Event, and more. 
Sponsoring an event is a rewarding marketing opportunity for your organization to partner with a reputable local non-profit that has been 
caring for our community for over nearly 30 years.
VOLUNTEER
Our volunteers are the heart and foundation of our organization. As a volunteer, you can help in many essential ways. Volunteers can 
dedicate their time through either our Resale Shop or during any number of events throughout the year.
PLANNED GIVING & LEGACY GIFTS
Planned gifts take many forms, providing additional income for you and your heirs, reducing income and estate taxes, relieving you and your 
heirs of complicated financial management responsibilities, and helping to fulfill your personal, humanitarian, and charitable objectives. 
Planned gifts can be made in cash, real estate, stocks, bonds, personal property, or life insurance. A legacy gift is a planned future gift that 
will designate some part of an individual’s estate to Candlelighters of Brevard. Consider leaving a legacy, so your cherished values live on. 
The most common legacy gifts are:
A bequest in a will or trust.
Beneficiary designations in a retirement fund [e.g., IRA, 401(k), 403(b)].
Beneficiary designation in a life insurance policy.
An outright gift of life insurance cash value [e.g., a policy that’s no longer needed].
GENERAL DONATIONS

• Consider making a financial donation to support our programs and services.
• Make a financial donation in honor or memory of a loved one.
• Donate gently used furniture, designer bags, jewelry & gowns, and home decor to our Resale Shop.
• Donate through your employer, civic group, community organization, or charitable fund.
• Checks or money orders can be mailed to: Candlelighters of Brevard, Inc. 436 Fifth Ave. Suite 1 Indialantic, FL 32903
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